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Thuringia to Tokyo

Thuringia’s business leaders
capitalized on their latest trip
to Japan and South Korea this
fall to build bridges to Asian
markets. Minister President
Dieter Althaus and Economics
Minister Jirgen Reinholz led
the 42-member delegation of
entrepreneurs to the Far East.
Many of the companies work
on optics and medical techno-
logy —industries where Thu-
ringia is traditionally strong.
Conferences and networking
forums in Seoul and Tokyo
gave Thuringia's entrepreneurs
the opportunity to meet with

potential partners. “Over the past
twenty years, we have seen techno-
logy clusters emerge in innovation
centers such as Jena or lImenau,”
explained LEG Chairman Andreas
Krey, whose company organized the
trip. “For our companies to grow,
they need strategic partnerships
with Asian companies, who are also
major players in these fields.”

The firms also strengthened existing
ties during the trip. For example,
optics companies in Jena and Hama-
matsu (Japan) have long maintained
a healthy partnership, and they
deepened it with a personal visit

by 19 company representatives.

The delegation from Thuringia met with partners at a conference in Hamamatsu,
Japan.

The networking went beyond the
realm of business to include new
collaborative science and research
programs. The University of Applied
Sciences Jena, for instance, signed
partnership agreements with Tokyo
University of Science and Shizuoka
University in the city of Hamamatsu.
The Nordhausen University of
Applied Sciences also agreed to col-
laborate with Kyungpool National
University in Daegu, South Korea.
The delegation trip concluded with
a reception hosted by the Thurin-
gian Economics Minister on October
3, the Day of German Unity, at the
German embassy in Tokyo. Here,

with some 1,400 guests in
attendance, Thuringia pre-
sented its abilities to combine
the best of technology and
tradition, science and busi-
ness. (hw)

Lufthansa “touches down® in Erfurt

LTT trains tomorrow’s mechanics using retired aircraft; in the foreground is a

BO 1005 helicopter, in the background a Boeing 737.

When the Boeing 737 retur-
ned on its final voyage from
Argentina, it was already
anxiously anticipated by its
“students” in Erfurt. A short
time later, Lufthansa Tech-

nical Training (LTT) opened a new
training center at Erfurt Airport.
And the retired Boeing plane? It will
be used for the center’s hands-on
training. Every year, LTT turns out
120 qualified aviation mechanics

in Thuringia’s capital city. “We are
breaking new ground with this
new training center,” explained
LTT Managing Director Christoph
Meyerrose during the opening
ceremony. “Our mission is to pro-
vide hands-on training in a highly
realistic learning environment —and
Erfurt offers the ideal setting to do
just that.”

The new center has plenty to offer,
particularly in hands-on training.
For the first time in LTT's history, one
of its German educational cen-
ters will have a dedicated training
hangar. The company is the world’s
leading independent provider of
aviation training services. Thurin-
gia is gaining a major educational
center and a key selling point for
other direct investors: The availabi-
lity of highly trained workers is an
enormous asset, particularly in the

growing aviation industry.
Thuringia was the obvious
choice for LTT's new facility.
One year ago, N3 Engine
Overhaul Services, a joint
venture between Lufthansa
Technik and Rolls-Royce, ope-
ned Europe’s most advanced
facility for servicing aircraft
engines to the south of Erfurt.
(hw)
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Malopolska and Thuringia -
Lesser Poland is a good partner

Cooperation forum in Krakow: Representatives from Thuringia and Matopolska remain in close contact.

Thuringia and Matopolska
(Lesser Poland) have main-
tained close ties for over

a decade, and never tire

of deepening them. Visits,
workshops and events are the
motor for this transnational
partnership. In October 2008,
Thuringia’s Agricultural Minis-
ter Volker Sklenar welcomed a
delegation of scientists in Er-
furt, the state capital of Thur-
ingia. The researchers were
learning about water manage-
ment practices in Thuringia. In
November 2008, Krakow, the
capital of Matopolska, will be
hosting the regular Thuringia-
Matopolska seminar on future
trends, which will also be at-
tended by Ukrainian partners
this time.

Joint proclamations and trea-

ties paved the way for this relation-
ship. In 1997, representatives of
both regions presented a “Joint
Commitment to Cooperation”;

it kicked off a period of furious
networking. Their efforts ratcheted
up even further in 2003, when a
cooperation agreement was signed
between LEG, the State Develop-
ment Corporation of Thuringia, and
MARR, the Matopolska Agency for
Regional Development. Both organi-
zations are responsible for regional
development, property manage-
ment and economic development

in their regions. MARR representa-
tives paid their first visit to LEG in
Erfurt in January 2004; this was
followed by several visits to Erfurt
and Krakow on an observer basis. In
2004 and 2006, Thuringian business
delegations headed by Minister
President Dieter Althaus traveled to

Matopolska. LEG and MARR's rela-
tionship led to the regions’ involve-
ment in the EU’s INCORD program,
where they share ideas and experi-
ence with other Eastern European
countries and regions on developing
and rehabilitating industrial sites.
The similarities between Thur-

ingia and Matopolska stretch back
throughout history. Both of their
capitals — Erfurt and Krakow —were
centers of business, art and educa-
tion in the Middle Ages. Both cities
established their first universities in
the second half of the 14th century.
In the 20th century, both regions
were under the Soviet Union's
sphere of influence. And both Thur-
ingia and Matopolska have made
considerable economic progress
since the dramatic political changes
of the 1990s — due in no small part
to their active collaboration. (hw)

Thuringia

The region in
figures

Area approx. 15,190 km2
Population approx. 3,260,200
State capital

Krakéw (pop. 756,757)
Partnership with Thuringia
Since 1997

GDP approx. EUR 20 billion
(2007)

Unemployment

7.2% (July 2008)

Universities

W Jagiellonian University in
Krakow (est. 1364)

B Cracow University of
Technology

B Krakéw Academy of Mining
and Metallurgy

M Krakow University of Economics

B School of Banking and
Management in Cracow

B Agricultural University
of Cracow

B Pedagogical University
of Krakéw

B Krakéw Academy of Fine
Arts (est. 1818)

B Krakéw Academy for
the Dramatic Arts

B Academy of Music in Krakéw

B Nowy Sacz Business School

B Tardw School of Business

Research institutes:
B Institute of Nuclear Physics
in Krakow
W National Research Institute
of Animal Production in Krakéw
B PAN Institute of Pharmacology
in Krakow
B Maria Sktodowska-Curie Center
of Oncology in Krakow

Website
www.malopolskie.pl




Metal-working in Thuringia - innovative companies join forces in networks.

Quick, effective, cooperative

Thuringia pools competencies
in production engineering
and measurement and plant
equipment.

FerMeTh, Thuringia’s cluster
for production engineering
and metal-working, aims to
combine scientific expertise
with engineering excellence
and rapid reactions. “Thanks
to FerMeTh, we can both
respond faster and more
effectively to market demands
as well as pursue long-term
research and development
projects,” explained Ralph
Klaus Volkert from GFE
Schmalkalden. And so this

Innovation has a name: Thuringia

On November 5, Hall 2 of

the Erfurt Exhibition Center
was buzzing like a swarm of
bees. A total of 100 exhibitors
presented their latest tech-
nologies and cutting-edge
products to over 400 curious
visitors in an “innovation
showcase”. Students from
Thuringia’s high schools lear-
ned about professional and
educational opportunities in
Thuringia’s high-tech industry
and asked elite researchers
practical questions in the
innovation lounge.

“There's no other place where
tomorrow's researchers can
learn about the latest techno-
logical developments, major
players and exciting new
fields of endeavor in Thurin-

September, nearly 80 representa-
tives of metal-working companies
met for just this purpose. By the
end of the meeting, they had
hammered out a network action
plan. "We want to transfer existing
know-how, promote information-
sharing, analyze and improve our
project work and develop a strategy
for attracting new R&D emplo-
yees,” summarized Volkert.

The "ELMUG" network (a German
abbreviation for “electronic mea-
surement and plant equipment”),
initially formed in 2007 as a loose
association of industry representati-
ves, is currently developing a susta-
inable business plan for opening up

gia in such a short time. We used
the Innovation Day to build relation-
ships with potential partners. We've
benefited enormously from the

fact that the event is attended by
the who's who of Thuringia,” said
Olaf Schiimann, organizer of the
LEG event series “innovation live —
Financing, Management, Collabora-
tion”, on the morning of the show.
The series specifically addresses
small businesses who have never
engaged in targeted innovation
development.

At the same time, the 47 competi-
tors for the Thuringian Innovation
Prize waited anxiously for the
winners to be announced. The total
prize money amounted to EUR
50,000, or EUR 10,000 more than
the previous year, in the “Product”,
“Process” and “Service” categories,

its own office and organizing as a
cooperative.

Members of the ELMUG network
aim to join forces in order to
translate technological advantages
into market gains. The network
maintains six different task forces
for industry segments and three
for industry issues. The members,
who include some 50 companies,

11 universities, research institutions
and service providers, plan to colla-

borate in a registered cooperative,

as announced this September at the

first industry meeting of 100-plus
companies.

The FerMeTh and ELMUG networks

are receiving design and develop-

not to mention a special award for
“Innovation in the Crafts”. The
jury made its decision based on
criteria such as originality, depth of
innovation and marketability. Due
to the high quality of the entrants,
two winners were chosen in the
“Product” category.

(glau)

The winners are:

M Product

LSM 710 Laser Scanning
Microscope,

Carl Zeiss Microlmaging GmbH
CSEasy tire system,

KTS Kunststoff Technik
Schmélin GmbH

M Process

Slip casting of thin metal sheets
made of tungsten compound,
H.C. Starck Hermsdorf GmbH

Technology-

ment assistance from two
sources: the Southern Thurin-
gian Chamber of Industry and
Commerce (IHK) and LEG —
the State Development Cor-
poration of Thuringia. Soon,
the clusters will start tackling
industry issues — quickly, effec-
tively and cooperatively. (glau)

M Service

Adhesive technologies as the
future trend in joining technol-
ogy, innovative Klebtechnik
Zimmermann (iKTZ) Jena

M Special Award

“Innovation in the Crafts”
Autogas system using modular
construction methods,
Auto-Fellmann Triptis & Auto-
gastechnik Triptis GmbH

More information:
www.innovationspreis -
thueringen.de



Solar energy in architecture,
design and everyday life

Households and businesses
consume more energy to heat
their buildings and water than
all road, rail and air traffic
combined. That makes the
construction sector a central
front in the battle to reduce
global energy consumption.

It is evolving by leaps and
bounds thanks to innova-
tions that maximize energy
efficiency by yoking together
cutting-edge technologies.
The main focus is on beauty,
variability and energy efficien-
cy. Companies and research
institutions in Thuringia

are setting the pace for the
industry — by exploiting syner-
gies through cooperation

and following traditions such
as the Bauhaus aesthetic.
Founded in 1919 in Weimar,
the Bauhaus emphasized
design, craftsmanship and a
coming-together of art and
mass production. It is in this
tradition that countless initia-

Companies from Thuringia are tackling the challenge of aesthetically
combining photovoltaic technology with modern architecture.

tives in Thuringia have tackled the
challenge of effectively combining
modern architecture with photo-
voltaic technology.

Almost 90 % of all solar cells made
in Germany are produced in Central
Germany, the largest solar region in
Europe. “Solarvalley Mitteldeutsch-
land”, the local industry cluster, has
set its sights high: It plans to offer
solar power at the same price as
conventional electricity within the
next 5 to 7 years. The project pools
the expertise of 27 solar companies
and 12 research outfits in Thuringia,
Saxony-Anhalt and Saxony. The
innovative program has received
EUR 40 million in funding from the
German federal government in its
‘cutting-edge cluster’ competition.

Thuringia’s best minds are focused
on not only producing energy, but
also incorporating high-efficiency
features into architecture in an
elegant, attractive way. At the “Ac-
tive Energy Architecture Forum”,

held in Erfurt on September 11,
firms presented solutions for stor-
ing excess summertime energy for
wintertime heating. Soon, there
will be a full-fledged Active Energy
Architecture network that will ex-
pand its operations from its Weimar
headquarters.

Construction start-ups and re-
searchers can also count on support
from the Center for Intelligent
Building (CIB) in Weimar, which
combines expertise and capabilities
in cutting-edge construction. CIB
hosts two hard - hitting research
partners: the Bauhaus University of
Weimar and the Institute for Mate-
rials Research and Testing (MFPA).

Engineering and design aspects of
solar technology will be discussed
at the first-ever international Bau-
haus.SOLAR congress, to be held in
Erfurt on November 25 and 26. It
will be attended by urban planners,
architects, property developers,
designers, users, architectural theo-
rists, and construction and other
engineers.

Thuringia is the home of the Bau-
haus and a prime location for the
European solar industry. In 2009,
the Bauhaus Year, a great variety of
exhibitions and world-class events
will revisit the birth of the avant-
garde school whose international
impact lives on in the present day.
(glau)

Technology-

Skilled solar industry

workers:

B New endowed chairs:
Photovoltaic technology/
University of Applied
Sciences Jena
(to start in January 2009)
Photovoltaics/limenau
University of Technology
(to start in 2009)

B New majors:
Photovoltaics and
Semiconductor
Technology/University of
Applied Sciences Jena
Electrical Power and
Control Engineering/
lImenau University of
Technology
Photovoltaics/limenau
University of Technology

B Skilled worker training:
Construction of a center
of competence for high-
tech and photovoltaic
training in Erfurt

More information:

B Solarvalley Mittel-
deutschland cluster:
www.solarvalley.org

B Active Energy Architecture
Forum:
www. forum -
energiearchitektur.de

H Center for Intelligent
Building in Weimar:
www.cib-weimar.de

B Bauhaus.SOLAR
conference:
www.bauhaus-solar.de

W 2009 Bauhaus Year:
www.bauhaus2009.de



Thuringia at the
world‘s most im-
portant mobility
fair, IAA Com-

mercial Vehicles

IAA Commercial Vehicles,
the world’s leading fair for
mobility, transportation

and logistics, broke all at-
tendance records this year,
registering nearly 300,000
visitors from 110 countries.
Companies from 48 nations
presented their innovations.
That wasn't the only record
set at this year’s IAA. There
were more exhibitors than
ever before: 1,200 in total.
Plus, all the supplier clusters
in Eastern Germany came
together for the first time
ever at a joint Automotive
Cluster Eastern Germany
(ACOD) stand in Hall 23 at
IAA Commercial Vehicles.
Thuringia accounted for the
largest share of companies
at the 840 m2 stand this
year. 13 exhibitors from
Thuringia took the opportu-
nity to engage in talks with
manufacturers and system
suppliers at IAA Commercial
Vehicles.

“"ACOD's presence at IAA
Commercial Vehicles shows
that Eastern Germany has
developed a cluster that not
only harnesses the synergies
between Germany'’s states,
but also draws its strength
from the individual states,”
said Thuringia’s Minister
President Dieter Althaus,
who visited the stand
together with Economics
Minister Jirgen Reinholz.
The stand’s organizer,
ACOD is an interstate initia-
tive launched to drive the
evolution of the automotive
industry in Eastern Ger-
many. (glau)

Weimar:

Cultivating culture

The Weimar Arts Festival draws in the crowds: a dramatic performance at this
year’s TanzMedien - Akademie

Thuringia’s 2009 cultural calendar
is—what else! —full of events on
and in Weimar, the 1999 European
Capital of Culture. One event
celebrates a ground-breaking
thinker who helped make Weimar
the center of the classicist universe:
Friedrich Schiller. Born 250 years
ago, on November 10, 1859, he
and kindred spirit Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe produced many of the
world’s most important works of li-
terature in Weimar. His spirit lives on
in this year’s traditional Weimar Arts
Festival, which has taken its motto
from a Schiller poem that Franz Liszt
put to music: “Die Ideale” (“The
Ideals”). Music, dance and drama
performances will be given at the
festival from August 21 to Septem-
ber 13.

At this year’s Weimar Arts Festival
(August 22 — September 14, 2008),
Festival Director Nike Wagner,
Richard Wagner's great-grand-
daughter, once again showed that
art can emerge in many ways and
forms, particularly in Weimar, sus-
pended between the rich traditions
of yesterday and the unpredicta-

bility of tomorrow, between the
grimly frightening and the cheerily
uplifting. The festival even had an
artist in residence, violist Tabea Zim-
mermann, who confidently bridged
the gap between these twin poles.
For example, her concert with the
Luxembourg Philharmonic Orchestra
presented a modern interpretation
of Romantic composers Berlioz and
Liszt, integrating today’s aesthetics
into 19th century music. Four inter-
national productions were featured
in the field of dance, traditionally
one of the Weimar Arts Festival’s
strengths. In a joint production de-
veloped in TanzMedien-Akademie,
young artists from Vienna, Berlin
and Weimar explored the intersec-
tion of choreography and sponta-
neity in a premiere performance
held at the cavernous Viehauktions-
halle. When the three-week festival
drew to a close, it had not only
guenched visitors’ thirst for creativi-

ty, but also set a high standard —and

Weimar's residents and visitors look
forward to seeing it met in 2009!
(hw)
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